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Minute of Meeting held in the 
Council Offices, Stornoway, on 
Wednesday 11 February 2015 at 
3.00pm 
 
 

 

PRESENT Mr Angus Campbell (Chairman)  
 Mr David Blaney Mr Gordon Murray 
 Mr Uisdean Robertson Mrs Catriona Stewart 
 Mr Philip R McLean Mr John Mackay 
 Mr Archie Campbell Mr Kenneth Macleod 
 Mr Norman A MacDonald  Mr Alasdair Macleod 
 Mr Norman M Macleod  
   
APOLOGIES Mr Roddie Mackay  
 

   
  MINUTES 

 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

1  There were no declarations of interest. 

Budget and Council 
Tax Setting 2015/16 
 
Recommendations 
from Service 
Committees 
 

2  The Director of Finance and Corporate Resources submitted a Report and appendices which 
sought approval of the Comhairle’s budget for 2015/16 and requested that the Comhairle set its 
Council Tax for 2015/16. 
 
The Budget Strategy was detailed at Appendix A to the Report and detailed the factors that had 
affected the proposed budget for 2015/16.  Appendix B detailed the proposed savings which had 
been included in the draft budget.  It was recommended, in light of the current key financial risks, 
that the level of uncommitted balances be retained at £3.0m for 2015/16. 
 
The Report stated that the 2015/16 Scottish Local Government budget was a single year allocation 
and the settlement which had been announced in December 2014 was consistent with the 
Comhairle’s expectations and the 2015/16 budget had required the Comhairle to find savings to 
bridge a funding gap of £3.7m  
 
The Chief Executive submitted a Report detailing the recommendations from Service Committees.  
The Report indicated that all Service Committees had recommended approval of their budgets and 
service choices insofar as these related to their Committees.  It was verbally reported to the 
meeting that Policy and Resources Committee had agreed earlier that day to recommend approval 
of its budget as a service committee. 
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  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) agree to accept the 2015/16 settlement offer from the Scottish Government; 
 

(2) agree the budget strategy for 2016/17 as set out in Appendix A to the Report 
 and Sections 4, 5 and 6 of the Report; 
 

(2) agree the savings proposals for 2015/16 as detailed in Appendix B to the Report; 
 
(3) approve the business plans for 2015/16; 

 
(4) approve the draft budgets for 2015/16; 
 
(5) approve the recommendations for fees and charges for 2015/16; 
 
(6) agree to freeze the 2015/16 Council Tax at the 2007/08 level of £1,024 for Band D 

properties; 
 
(7) retain the level of uncommitted balances at £3.0m for 2015/16 and continue the 

policy of setting aside underspends on winter maintenance for future severe 
winters; 

 
(8) note the long term projections set out in Appendix D; and 
 
(9) agree to develop a two year Budget Strategy for 2016-18 and that a Report on this be 

presented to the April 2015 meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee. 
 
 

   

 


